Stiff posture
ard stare
Facial +evsion .
WMouth pursed or snarling
Tail is likely to be high ~
and may be wagging or stiff
Head may be loweréd, particularly

if guarding a resource

Oceurs when a dog feels
unable or unwilling
to move away
from a threat
and/or when other
strategies have
not been effective.

Cowered or low posture
Still and 'cataplectic'
or very slow avd letharajic
Facial tension and wide eyes
Tail likely low or tucke
Likely to show signs of
shut doww'/inhibition
or learved helplessness

A dog may freeze momentarily

to bity time or. give a warning
before switehivig to another
strategy (eg. fight). Or +hey may
freeze for longer durations if they
feel they have no control over the

threat or their own safety.
Freeze D

© Hawah Walker 2025

Flight

Flir+/Fawv

Cowered posture

Facial +ension

Tail low or tucked
Wouth likely to be closed
Ears pushed back or upwards

Wide, pavicked eyes

Way bolt or hide away from threat

Wore likely +o occur in
open environments
where the dog is able
to gain distanice from
a threat, or when
other strategies are
deemed +o0 risky.
Less likely +o occar
indoors, on lead or
around resources.

Fawning (appeasement
. bcl/?aviqw) ncludes:
rolling over, licking faces,
cowering, squinting eyes.
T‘hrfmg (excéssive

. ag"l iative’vehaviour)
includes: frantic wagging
hysterical greefings,
excessive whinivg,.

Oceurs when a dog tries

to de-escalate or Zontrol an
overwhelming or worryin
social interaction throug
affiliation or appeasemént.
May switch strateqy if these
attempts are inneffective.
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